34                                          LENIN

At last the hour of release arrived. On January 29^ 1900^ Lenin left
ShusneBskoye folly determined to set to work at once to carry out his plan
of building a Marxist party and of founding an all-Russian Marxist newspaper.
Such a newspaper was eventually published, bearing the title Iskra (The

SpmK)^ the first issue of which appeared in December 1900.

Lenin devoted the whole of the year 1900 to the arduous labours connected
with the foundation of the newspaper. It had to be published abroad,, out of
reach of the tsarist police* But first of all it was necessary to estabish connec-
tions with a number of Social-Democrats in Russia in order to obtain their
support and to select          for Iskra ia Russia., arrange their worka and obtain

the funds necessary for conducting the newspaper.

The police prohibited Lenin from living in St. Petersburg and Aioscow5
or in any of the industrial centres. He therefore chose Pskov as Ms place of
residence, so as to be as near as possible to St. Petersburg. On Ms way to
Pskov he passed through Ufa5 Moscow and St. Petersburg3 where tie met and
had conveisatioES with local SocM-Deinocrats. On February 26 he arrived
in Pskov, which became the centre of activity, the headquarters, of the
revolutionary Social-Democrats. Here3 in Apnl5 a conference was held at
which an editorial statement, drafted by Lenin3 on the programme of the future
newspaper was discussed. Here, too,, party workers arrived from different
parts of the country to consult with Lenin and to seek Ms advice. From here
he made visits to other cities5 such as Riga, Podolsk., Nizhni-Novgorod^ Ufa5
Kazan and Samara5 and everywhere lie established connections with and
enlisted supporters for Ms plan of founding an all-Russian political newspaper.
On two occasions Lenin secretly went to St. Petersburg. His second visit
to city nearly ended in disaster for the plan to found a newspaper; he
was arrested in the street. Relating the incident subsequently^ Lenin said:
"They gripped both my elbows so that it was quite impossible for me to
remove anythiag from my pockets and throw it away. And in the droshM3
10% my captors held both my elbows.*** He had in Ms possession a list of Ms
cormectioris abroad, written in invisible ink on the back of an invoice,
Happily, the gendarmes took no notice of this paper., and after keeping Lenin
in custody for ten days, they released him. Had the detectives discovered this
lis^ the tsarist government would not have allowed Lenin to slip out of its
dutches.

The tsarist government regarded Lenin as its most dangerous enemy.
(Mond Zubatov> an. officer of gendannes3 stated in a confidential report to
headquarters^ written in 1900, that "at the present time there is nobody bigger
than Ulyaaov in the revolutionary movement/* and he therefore proposed
Lenin should be assassinated at once. "Tnis head must be severed from
the rerolutionaiy body," wrote this butcher.

^ His direct knowledge of the situation in the provinces^ of the conflict of

opinions and organizatioiial diffusion that prevailed theue, convinced Lenin

more than ever of the correctness of the methods he had chosen to build up

the Party.   He learned that several local committees were making attempts to

convene a congress immediately for the purpose of forming the Party.   This

he                a mistake.   He was of the opinion that it was first of all neces-

to achieve ideological and organisational unity; that the congress should

be not lie initial but the culminating act in the process of forming the Party.

* Lenin was the actual founder and leader of the Party.   The best elements

of the working                 to rally around him.

* A, L UlyaxOTfr-EKorova, Reminiscences qfUjieh, BJJSS* ed,, p. 99,